FAMILY PREPAREDNESS PLAN
Every family should have a plan for the care of minor children and financial matters in the
event of an emergency such as the arrest, deportation, or incapacity of the parents of minor
children. It is our goal to help the Ventura County community be prepared in the event of
such an emergency.
Why do I need a Family Preparedness Plan?
Each minor should have the care of a responsible adult, either parent or guardian. If a
caretaker or guardian is not named for a minor whose parents are not able to care for that
child as a result of an absence or incapacity, it is possible the child could be subject to
detention by local child protective agencies and placed in foster care or alternative
temporary housing pending a review of the child’s living and guardian situation. To avoid
this situation and its various economic and emotional consequences, parents should
prepare an emergency plan for the care of their minor children. The emergencies for which
one should be prepared include:
1. Deportation or detention of the parents by immigration authorities
2. Temporary incapacity of both parents of a minor
3. Temporary absence from the Country of both parents of a minor
4. Temporary inability of a parent to care for a minor child for any reason
What should be included in my Plan?
Contained in this packet is a sample plan that you can use for your family if they are
residents of Ventura County. The Power of Attorney that we include as a sample in this
plan is limited to use within Ventura County. If you live outside Ventura County, you
should contact local attorneys or authorities to see if a similar plan is accepted by county
agencies and local courts.
Your family plan should include the names and numbers of local family and friends. You
should also include the names and telephone numbers of the doctors and other
professionals that treat your children regularly. Finally, it should include a power of attorney
for the care of minor children who are citizens of the US.
Should I go to a Notary Public to prepare these documents?
A Notary Public (sometimes referred to as a “notario”) cannot prepare legal documents or
give you legal advice. The only thing they can legally do is witness your signature and
acknowledge it on a document. They cannot charge you more than $15 per signature (but
may charge a service fee for travel). A Notary Public is not a lawyer and does not have the
legal right to prepare legal documents or charge for document preparation services. If you
use a Notary Public to prepare legal documents such as a Power of Attorney, you expose
yourself to the risk that you will not receive appropriate legal advice, which may cause you
to lose time and money and may jeopardize your legal rights or those of your loved ones.

OTHER LEGAL INFORMATION
If you are stopped by police or immigration agents, you have the right to remain silent and
to ask to speak with a lawyer. Do not answer a single question without first speaking with
your lawyer. Always have on hand the numbers of important contacts.
Local immigration lawyers:
Call the Ventura County Bar Lawyer Referral Services to get information on local
immigration attorneys.
Ventura County Bar Association
4475 Market Street #B
Ventura, California 93003
Tel: 805-650-7599
Consulate of Mexico in Oxnard:
For Mexican citizens, the Mexican Consulate Office can help you communicate with your
children who are Mexican citizens. They may also be able to take custody of Mexican
national children in the event that you do not have someone who is authorized to do so
through a Power of Attorney or a guardianship order. This applies only if the children are
Mexican citizens. Mexican citizenship is not automatic; you must request it. Contact the
Mexican Consulate to apply for this citizenship.
3151 West 5th St. #E100
Oxnard, CA 93030
(805) 984-8738 or (805) 984-4334
In the event you are detained by police or immigration agents at home, work or
anywhere else, remember: 1) Do not answer questions, 2) Do not open the door if they do
not show a search warrant signed by a judge, and 3) Present the below red card to them
and demand to speak with an attorney:
-
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EMERGENCY PLAN
(Example)
Child’s Information:
Name:
Name:
Date of Birth:
Date of Birth:
SSN:
SSN::
Add additional pages for more children
Mother’s information:
Name:_______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________________________
Father’s Information:
Name:_______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________________________
Person who will be in charge of the children (Caretaker/Guardian):
Name:_______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________________________
School information:
School: _____________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Child: ________________________________
Named emergency contact: ______________

School: _____________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Child: ________________________________
Named emergency contact: ______________

Doctor/Clinic
Name:________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________Telephone: ______________
Primary Doctor: _________________________________________________________
Insurance policy: ________________________________________________________
Child who sees this doctor: ________________________________________________
Allergy/medications: _____________________________________________________
Name:________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________Telephone: ______________
Primary Doctor: _________________________________________________________
Insurance policy: ________________________________________________________
Child who sees this doctor: ________________________________________________
Allergy/medications: _____________________________________________________
** You should add more sheets if you have more information
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POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR CARETAKER/GUARDIAN
What is a Power of Attorney For the Care of Minor Children?
In the State of California, there is no uniform method to authorize a third party to care
for a minor child outside of a legal guardianship proceeding. A legal guardianship is a
court case where an adult will seek to be named as the legal guardian of a minor child
thereby suspending the parent’s legal rights over that child. The VC Legal Aid has
worked with local authorities such as County Counsel and the Ventura County Superior
Court to reach an understanding on the use and content of the Power of Attorney
attached that forms part of this packet.
What Should I Consider When Filling Out and Preparing this Power of Attorney?
Take the time to choose an appropriate adult with lawful citizenship, legal
residence, or some kind of legal status in this Country to care for your minor
children. Choose someone who is responsible and that you know that you will
take good care of their children.
The Power of Attorney is not intended for long-term use. If your absence will
exceed more than six months, will be permanent, your children have special
needs or receive public funds, you should seek a legal guardianship through a
guardianship proceeding so that the guardian can have financial powers as well
as caretaking powers.
Your family plan should be written and not be verbal. You should keep the
original in a safe place so that the nominated guardian can easily find it.
If it is necessary to implement this Plan, make sure you stay in communication
with both your children and the person who is caring for them. This will help you
demonstrate that you maintain in communication with them and did not willingly
abandon them.
Consider getting dual citizenship for any U.S. born children if you have the ability
to facilitate the reunification process with them through an embassy or consulate.
It is the only way that the consulate or embassy can assist you with reunification.
What Documents Should I Have?
□ EXISTING PASSPORT
□ EMERGENCY CONTACT LIST
□ BIRTH CERTIFICATES
□ VACCINATION CARDS
□ SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS

□ ID CARDS
□ FINANCIAL POWER OF ATTORNEY
□ POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR THE
CARE OF MINOR CHILDREN (signed,
dated and notarized)
□CARETAKER’S AFFIDAVIT (to be
signed by the caretaker on parents’
absence)
□ CONSENT AND WAIVER FOR
GUARDIANSHIP (signed within 2 years of
use)

* If you have any questions about your particular case should go to a lawyer *
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FINANCIAL POWER OF ATTORNEY
To be used in the event of your incapacity or inability to manage your own affairs.
Your agent should be someone you trust.
You must determine whether you want your agent’s powers to be effective upon
the signing of the document or upon the occurrence of a particular event. If you
want it to be effective upon the occurrence of an event it will be more difficult for
your agent to exercise his/her powers as they will need to prove that the event
occurred. This may be difficult to do depending on what that triggering event is.
The agent must be 18 years or older and have the mental capability to exercise
his/her responsibility.
Although it is not a legal requirement, we recommend that you appoint a person
who is a U.S. Citizen, U.S. legal resident or at least has valid legal status to
remain in the Country.
The State of California has Uniform Statutory Power of Attorney that can be
found in California Probate Code Section 4401. We have attached a sample of
that Power of Attorney to this packet.
* If you have any questions about your particular case you speak to an attorney *
DISCLAIMER
1. This Ventura County Legal Aid, Inc. (“VCLA”) Family Preparedness Plan WILL
NOT is information and not intended to be a replacement for the advice of an
attorney.
2. The purpose of this Packet is to provide you with information and sample forms
that have been approved by the State and/or local agencies. This is not a
guarantee that a third party will receive these forms and there is no legal
obligation on them to have to accept these forms. The Power of Attorney for the
care of a minor child is also not a replacement for a legal guardianship proceeding
and one may be needed independent of the existence of this form. VCLA WILL
NOT make any government agency or court appearances for you. VCLA WILL
NOT file any forms for you.
3. VCLA WILL NOT keep any documents or records that belong to you.
4. VCLA does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, handicap age or any other basis prohibited by Federal and State laws.
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Ventura County Approved Power of Attorney for Care of
Minor Child

Revocation of Caregiver on POA

Financial Power of Attorney (Uniform)

Consent and Waiver of Guardian

